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bishops to impose a recognition of them on all ministers.
She issued a proclamation (p. 208), straitly charging the
ecclesiastical authorities to enforce the provisions of the Act of
Uniformity. She endeavoured to suppress the ' exercises'
(p. 204), or assemblies for the purposes of religious discussion,
which had come into fashion in many dioceses. These meet-
ings (pp. 202-208), in which originally the clergy alone took
part, but to which the laity were subsequently admitted, first
as hearers only, afterwards as speakers, afforded excellent
opportunities for the spread of Puritanical and Presbyterian
doctrines, and for calling attention to abuses in the Church.
That such abuses existed, there is only too much evidence to
prove. Complaints of a want of learning in the ministry, of
pluralities and non-residence, are frequent throughout the
period (pp. 215, 218, 301, 414). The regularity with which
they recur, in parliamentary and other petitions, seems to
show that the remedial measures of Convocation (pp. 200,
202, 222, 226), while recognizing these evils, met with but
little success. Parliament attempted to legislate on the
subject, and the queen only evaded the pressure by promis-
ing (pp. 209, 210) to take the burden of reform upon her
own shoulders.

About the year 1583 came another change. It was the
year in which Whitgift succeeded to the archbishopric
(p. 211). This event nearly coincided with the first open
attempts to establish the Presbyterian organization in this
countiy, and with the appearance of Independency. During
the rule of G-rindal, himself more than half a Puritan,
advanced doctrines had gained ground apace. The Privy
Council and the House of Commons sympathized with and
encouraged the exercises (pp. 206, 218). The archbishop
gave them his sanction and regulated their proceedings
(p. 204). The queen ordered him to suppress them (p. 205),
but apparently her orders were disregarded, and the arch-
bishop's reluctance to obey was one of the chief causes of his
suspension. Puritanism easily led to Presbytorianism. In
the-year 1582 a synod of Calvinistic ministers adopted the